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Abstract: This article examines the 

development of healthcare in Karakalpakstan 

during the 1970-1980 period, continuing the 

analysis of healthcare evolution from the 

previous decade. The research investigates the 

expansion of medical facilities, improvements 

in medical personnel training, changes in 

healthcare infrastructure, and their impact on 

public health indicators. The findings reveal 

significant progress in healthcare accessibility 

during this period, though challenges remained 

in rural healthcare delivery, specialized 

medical services, and material-technical 

supply. This historical analysis provides 

valuable insights for understanding 

contemporary healthcare challenges in the 

region. 

QORAQALPOG‘ISTONDA 1970-1980 YILLARDA SOG‘LIQNI SAQLASH TIZIMI 
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MAQOLA HAQID A  

Kalit so‘zlar: Qoraqalpog‘iston, 

sog‘liqni saqlash tizimi, tibbiyot muassasalari, 

jamoat salomatligi, Sovet sog‘liqni saqlash 

tizimi, tibbiy xodimlar, qishloq sog‘liqni 

saqlash tizimi 

Annotatsiya: Ushbu maqolada 1970-

1980-yillar davomida Qoraqalpog‘istonda 

sog‘liqni saqlash tizimining rivojlanishi, 

o‘tgan o‘n yillikdagi sog‘liqni saqlash 

evolyutsiyasi tahlilining davomi sifatida 

o‘rganiladi. Tadqiqot tibbiy muassasalarning 

kengayishi, tibbiy xodimlar tayyorlashning 

takomillashtirilishi, sog‘liqni saqlash 

infratuzilmasidagi o‘zgarishlar va ularning 
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aholi salomatlik ko‘rsatkichlariga ta'sirini 

tekshiradi. Natijalar ushbu davr mobaynida 

sog‘liqni saqlash xizmatlaridan foydalanish 

imkoniyatida sezilarli taraqqiyot kuzatilganini 

ko‘rsatadi, ammo qishloq joylarida sog‘liqni 

saqlash xizmati ko‘rsatish, ixtisoslashtirilgan 

tibbiy xizmatlar va moddiy-texnik ta'minot 

sohasida qiyinchiliklar saqlanib qolgan. Ushbu 

tarixiy tahlil mintaqadagi zamonaviy sog‘liqni 

saqlash muammolarini tushunish uchun 

qimmatli ma'lumotlarni taqdim etadi. 

ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЕ В КАРАКАЛПАКСТАНЕ В 1970-1980 ГОДАХ 

Медетбай Торениязов 

Ассистент преподавателя 

Нукусский государственный педагогический институт 

Нукус, Узбекистан 

О  СТАТЬЕ  

Ключевые слова: Каракалпакстан, 

система здравоохранения, медицинские 

учреждения, общественное здоровье, 

советское здравоохранение, медицинский 
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Аннотация: В данной статье 

рассматривается развитие здравоохранения 

в Каракалпакстане в период 1970-

1980 годов, продолжая анализ эволюции 

здравоохранения предыдущего 

десятилетия. Исследование изучает 

расширение медицинских учреждений, 

улучшение подготовки медицинского 

персонала, изменения в инфраструктуре 

здравоохранения и их влияние на 

показатели общественного здоровья. 

Результаты показывают значительный 

прогресс в доступности здравоохранения в 

течение этого периода, хотя проблемы 

сохранялись в сельском здравоохранении, 

специализированных медицинских услугах 

и материально-техническом обеспечении. 

Этот исторический анализ предоставляет 

ценные сведения для понимания 

современных проблем здравоохранения в 

регионе. 

INTRODUCTION 

The development of healthcare in Karakalpakstan during the 1970s and 1980s represents a 

critical period in the region's social advancement. Building upon achievements of the previous 

decade, this period saw further expansion of healthcare infrastructure, improvements in medical 

education, and enhanced specialization of medical services. By 1970, Karakalpakstan had 

established a fundamental healthcare network, ranking second in Uzbekistan for hospital bed 
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provision [1]. However, the subsequent decade presented both opportunities and challenges as the 

republic's healthcare system continued to evolve. 

The socioeconomic context of this period was characterized by continued industrialization 

and urbanization, which created new healthcare demands while simultaneously providing 

economic resources for healthcare expansion. Government policies emphasized preventive 

medicine, maternal-child healthcare, and specialized medical services. Understanding the 

healthcare developments of this decade provides valuable historical context for addressing 

contemporary healthcare challenges in the region and offers insights into the evolution of regional 

healthcare systems within centralized frameworks. 

METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE REVIEW 

This research employs historical analysis methodology, utilizing both primary and secondary 

sources to examine healthcare development in Karakalpakstan from 1970 to 1980. The study 

reviews archival documents, statistical records, government reports, and academic publications to 

construct a comprehensive understanding of healthcare evolution during this period. 

The historiography of healthcare in Karakalpakstan during this period remains limited. 

Previous works including those by Babanazarov et al., Abdirova and Kovalenko, Elmuratov, and 

Ismailov et al. have touched upon healthcare development in the region but lack analytical depth 

regarding regional experiences [2]. This research gap necessitates a more focused examination of 

the 1970-1980 period. 

Madaminov's work on healthcare administration in Uzbekistan provides valuable context for 

understanding organizational structures [3], while Nurullaev details public health campaigns that 

significantly impacted Karakalpakstan [4]. Kalibek's research on medical personnel training offers 

insights into workforce development [5]. International perspectives are provided by Johnson, who 

examines Soviet healthcare models in Central Asia [6], and Petrov, whose comparative analysis 

of regional healthcare systems contextualizes Karakalpakstan's experience [7]. 

Statistical data from the Ministry of Health reports form the foundation for quantitative 

analysis [8, 9], supplemented by Ibragimov's comprehensive assessment of healthcare indicators 

across Uzbekistan [10]. This literature synthesis enables a nuanced understanding of healthcare 

development within the specific regional context of Karakalpakstan. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The 1970s witnessed significant expansion of healthcare infrastructure in Karakalpakstan, 

continuing momentum from the previous decade. According to Ministry of Health statistics, the 

number of hospital beds increased from 7,400 in 1970 to 9,850 by 1975, representing a 33% growth 

in five years [8]. By 1980, this figure reached 11,200, achieving a ratio of 124.6 beds per 10,000 

population [9]. 

https://www.supportscience.uz/index.php/ojhpl


TARIX FANLARI  ISSN: 2181-2780 

https://www.supportscience.uz/index.php/ojhpl  484 

Major construction projects included the completion of the Republican Children's Hospital 

in Nukus (120 beds) in 1973, which addressed a critical deficiency noted in the previous decade. 

The healthcare network expanded to include 122 hospitals by 1980, with particular growth in 

specialized medical facilities. Notably, the Republican Oncological Center was modernized in 

1976, and three specialized tuberculosis hospitals were established in rural districts [5]. 

However, as Madaminov notes, infrastructure development remained uneven, with rural 

areas continuing to face significant disparities [3]. While district centers received substantial 

investment, remote settlements often relied on small feldsher-midwife stations with limited 

capabilities. 

The shortage of qualified medical personnel identified in the 1960s saw gradual 

improvement during the subsequent decade. By 1980, Karakalpakstan had 1,620 physicians 

(compared to 943 in 1970) and 6,840 mid-level medical workers [10]. This represented an increase 

in physician coverage from 13.4 to 18.0 per 10,000 population. 

The establishment of the Nukus branch of the Tashkent Medical Institute in 1976 marked a 

significant milestone in addressing the region's medical personnel needs. This institution produced 

its first graduating class of 86 physicians in 1982, contributing to sustainability in workforce 

development [4]. 

Despite these improvements, personnel distribution remained problematic. Johnson 

identifies that urban areas, particularly Nukus, maintained significantly higher physician density 

(28.4 per 10,000) compared to rural districts (7.2 per 10,000) [6]. Staff retention in remote areas 

continued to challenge healthcare administrators, with annual turnover rates exceeding 20% in 

some districts [3]. 

The 1970-1980 period saw increased emphasis on specialized medical services. New 

departments for cardiovascular diseases, endocrinology, and neurology were established at the 

Republican Hospital in Nukus. Pediatric services expanded significantly, with the opening of 

specialized pediatric departments in all district hospitals by 1978 [9]. 

Maternal-child healthcare received particular attention, reflected in the increase of maternity 

beds from 845 in 1970 to 1,350 by 1980. Infant mortality declined from 23 per 1,000 live births in 

1970 to 19.4 by 1980, though this remained higher than the Soviet average of 15.2 [10]. 

The implementation of preventive medicine programs accelerated during this period. 

Universal medical examination coverage reached 82% of the adult population by 1979, 

contributing to earlier disease detection [4]. Vaccination campaigns achieved coverage exceeding 

95% for major childhood diseases, significantly reducing morbidity from infectious diseases. 

Despite notable progress, significant challenges persisted. Material-technical supply 

remained inadequate, with Petrov estimating that only 60% of medical facilities met contemporary 
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equipment standards by 1980 [7]. Rural healthcare facilities faced particular disadvantages in 

diagnostic capabilities. 

The focus on quantitative expansion sometimes overshadowed quality concerns. Kalibek 

notes that despite increasing bed numbers, occupancy rates frequently exceeded 100% in district 

hospitals, indicating persistent capacity shortages [5]. Healthcare spending as a percentage of 

regional budget increased marginally from 14.2% in 1970 to 15.8% in 1980, insufficient to address 

all identified needs [9]. 

CONCLUSION 

The development of healthcare in Karakalpakstan during 1970-1980 represents a period of 

significant quantitative expansion and qualitative improvement, building upon foundations 

established in the previous decade. Key achievements included substantial growth in hospital beds, 

medical personnel, and specialized services, contributing to improved health indicators for the 

population. 

The establishment of local medical education facilities represented a strategic investment in 

sustainable healthcare development. Preventive approaches gained prominence, demonstrated 

through vaccination campaigns and medical examination programs. However, challenges persisted 

in rural healthcare delivery, specialized service accessibility, and material-technical provision. 

This historical analysis reveals that while centralized planning enabled systematic healthcare 

expansion, regional disparities and resource limitations constrained full realization of healthcare 

objectives. The experience of this period offers valuable insights for contemporary healthcare 

planning, highlighting the importance of balanced development between infrastructure, personnel, 

and equipment, as well as addressing urban-rural disparities. 

Future research would benefit from more detailed examination of patient experiences and 

healthcare outcomes during this period, providing a more comprehensive understanding of 

healthcare effectiveness beyond quantitative indicators. 
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